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e•news Sunday 11 April 2021 

...a warm welcome to ebenezer... 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and 
Shen.  He named it Ebenezer, saying, 

‘Thus far the Lord has helped us.’ 
1 Samuel 7:12 (NIVUK) 

Ebenezer means ‘stone of help’ 
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Our buildings and Government Restrictions 

Neil says: 

Our buildings are currently closed, please do not enter them 

without permission from the Deacons. 

Thank you. 
 

Today: 

There is no Junior Church today 
 

11.00am  Live Stream! On Facebook 
 

Beginning our new series, considering 
 

The Fruit of the Spirit 
 

Bearing Fruit  John 15:1-11 
 

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you 
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing’ 

John 15:5 (NIVUK) 
 

Sunday 18 April  

10.30am Live Stream! on Facebook 
 

 
 

11.00am  Live Stream! On Facebook 
 

Continuing our series, considering  The Fruit of the Spirit 
 

Love   1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

always perseveres.  Love never fails.  (NIVUK) 
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A prayer for the Queen and the Royal Family 

On Friday 9 April, Buckingham Palace announced: 

It is with deep sorrow that Her Majesty The Queen has 

announced the death of her beloved husband, His Royal 

Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 

His Royal Highness passed away peacefully this morning at 

Windsor Castle. 

A prayer: 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies and giver of all comfort: 

deal graciously, we pray, with all who mourn, especially Her 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and the members of the Royal 

Family, that casting every care on you, they may know the 

consolation of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Pray for our Leaders 

Monday 12 April 7.30pm Leadership Meeting 

Thursday 15 April 9.30am Elders’ Meeting 
 

Leadership meetings take place each quarter on the Monday 

of the week before the Church Meeting.  In a Baptist church like 

ours the Church Meeting is where we gather as the body of 

Christ to discern the mind of Christ.  For practical reasons the 

Church Meeting appoints Ministers, Elders and Deacons to 

provide leadership, however that leadership is at all times 

accountable to the Church Meeting.  Please pray for our 

leaders as they faithfully gather to consider matters in the life of 

our church community. 
 

Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because 
they keep watch over you as those who must give an account.  Do this so 
that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit 
to you.  Pray for us.  We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire 
to live honourably in every way.   Hebrews 13:17-18 (NIVUK) 
 

Wednesday 21 April  Church Meeting  7.30pm 

Details and information will be sent out to Church Members 

prior to the meeting. 
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St Catherine’s Hospice Sponsorship Appeal 

Ray Beadle says: 

Dear Friends, 

During the last twelve months many charities have lost much of 

their income and I would like, with your assistance, to help 

towards redressing this for our local hospice. 

At the start of the year I began, once again, to do my 

Walk 1,000 Miles Challenge 

in the hope that I could collect sponsorship for St. Catherine's. 

I hope to raise £500 (or more) by asking people to donate 1p 

per mile -- a total of £10 when I have completed the walk. 

If, therefore, I can get a total of at least 50 sponsors the target 

will be reached.  However, if you think our hospice is worth more 

than £10 please feel free to be more generous. 

If you wish to let me know that you are willing to sponsor me 

please email enews@rockofhelp.org.uk, and the enews Editor 

will forward your message to me.  I will also have a sponsor form 

in church when we are once again able to enjoy our Sunday 

worship. 
 

Many thanks for your help 
 

Yorkshire Baptist Association Prayer Diary 2021 

enews editor says: 

Please pray this week for: 

 Doncaster Baptist Church 

https://doncasterbaptistchurch.com/ 

 Dronfield Baptist Church 

https://dronfieldbaptist.co.uk/ 
 

Mission Updates 

Find them on the church website, Resources tab, Noticeboard 

https://www.rockofhelp.org.uk/noticeboard 

 YBA Newsround  7 April 

 BMS Hope on Wheels 

 Covid Free World:  less than a week to sign the petition 

The link is on the Noticeboard 
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Junior Church Posters feature on the Ebenezer Noticeboard 

Paul Smith says: 

Junior Church recently had a competition to design posters for 

our Notice Board outside the Church Building on Columbus 

Ravine. 

We have such a talented bunch of children, dedicated and 

inspiring Junior Church Leaders, and caring, committed and 

encouraging parents. 

A grand total of ten posters were submitted, and the quality 

and creativeness of all of these is so brilliant that we have had 

them professionally reproduced by a local print company. 

Every poster will be displayed in rotation on the Noticeboard. 

It will be worth the walk, or the drive and park, to see these 

posters in situ, so please look out for each new poster as you are 

passing Church.  They are such very unique and original works 

of art. 

Please pray that each and every poster will catch the eye of 

passers-by, will attract their attention and give them pause for 

thought about the Christian faith and the perception displayed 

by children.  Many people have reflected on their spiritual lives 

through the pandemic, and we can pray that these posters will 

help people to consider exploring more of the Christian faith, 

and perhaps coming to a service when we are able to resume 

meeting in the building. 
 

Church Hall Door Keys 

Paul Smith says: 

A new door has been fitted to the Church Hall. 

When I can get duplicates cut, I will provide keys to those that 

need them. 

If you need access before the keys are cut, or a new hall key, 

please email me at pauls@rockofhelp.org.uk and copy in 

susans@rockofhelp.org.uk and I will endeavour to deliver one 

to you. 
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Update: Prayer for our community: Adopt a Street 

Paul Smith says: 

Please send your name and the street you have adopted, to  

elders@rockofhelp.org.uk. 

Here is a prayer you may wish to use: 

I bless every home in (Street Name) in the name of Jesus. I bless every 

wholesome enterprise, that it may be fruitful.  I bless the hearts of the 

people in (Street Name) in the name of Jesus, that they may be 

softened and healed and become increasingly receptive to the 

voice of God. 

Lord, we bless what you do, we love what you do.  We bless it, that it 

can increase, Lord.  Keep doing this Lord.  We bless your activity here 

in (Street Name), Lord.  We welcome it even when it appears bizarre.  

God, we want you to be God; we don’t want to limit you, God.  You 

can do whatever you like, even if it offends us. You do what you want 

to do in (Street Name), God, in the way you want to do it and we’ll 

bless it.   Please adopt a street. 

If you don’t pray for the people of that street who will? 

enews editor says: 

Here is another resource that may encourage and inspire you as you 

walk and pray: 
From Hope15:13 

As our nation moves out of lockdown, we as God’s children have a dynamic 

ministry to perform: Praying for, taking spiritual authority over, and speaking 

blessings over, our local area  The economic and social impact of COVID-

19 may be huge and this is a crucial time for Christians to be seeking God’s 

will and blessing for our villages, towns and cities. 

During Jesus’ three years of ministry, He prayerfully walked the streets of 

Israel’s towns and cities, meeting people as He went, releasing abundance, 

identifying sinful behaviour and ministering healing to the broken. In 

Matthew 16:19, He said, ‘I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.’  (NIVUK) 
Why is this important? Because we are Jesus’ body – and the way He 

extended His Kingdom then is the same way He will extend it now, through 

us, His hands and feet, continuing to do what He did then. He promised us 

in John 14:12: ‘Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have 
been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to 
the Father. (NIVUK) 
https://hope1513.com/home/1657-2/reach-your-community/preparing-for-

the-future-prayer-walk-your-high-street/ 
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Help with travel costs to Vaccination Centres 

Phillip Gott says: 

Thank you so much to the donor who writes: 

"We would like to ensure within reason that finance doesn't stop 

people having the Jab so would like to offer to support the fuel 

costs a little.  We would be happy to cover up to £500* and 

would like to send it for this purpose.  If not used, then brilliant, 

and it could go towards the children's ministry within the 

church." 

If you need help, please contact Phillip Gott in confidence at 

treasurer@rockofhelp.org.uk, or ring the Rockofhelpline on 

07547 359772 
*editor’s note: total donated for multiple trips 

 

Coming out of Lockdown: update 

Neil says: 

Finally the end is in sight!  Praise God for the unbelievable 

success of the vaccines and the freedoms that are returning. 

The dates below are subject to review by the government, but 

with that in mind the announcements mean that with 

appropriate social distancing etc: 
 

We are now allowed to  

- resume outdoor pastoral visiting (coffee on a park bench or 

similar) 
 

- groups can meet outside with 6 people at any one venue 

including private gardens 

 

The Baptist Union has clarified that child groups are allowed to 

meet outside: 
 

- for children 5-18 years old, the maximum group size is 15 

(including adults). 

- for children under 5, the maximum group size is determined 

only by the number of adults present 
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- for groups containing children both under and over 5, the 

maximum group size is 15 (including adults). 

 

In all circumstances safeguarding ratios must be observed. 
 

12 April (earliest) 

- indoor parent and child groups can restart with the same size 

limits as above 
 

17 May (earliest) 

- groups can meet inside with 6 people at any one venue 

- up to 30 people can meet outdoors at any one venue 
 

21 June (earliest) - all legal restrictions removed 

- all groups can meet without restriction in any setting 
 

Sunday 27 June will allow us to finally fling the doors wide 

without limits for a 10:30am gathering. 

 

Between sometime from now and Sunday 20th June, if people 

volunteer to steward, we can open for socially distanced 

groups of up to 22 households on a Sunday; if you wish to 

volunteer to steward please contact Neil. 

minister@rockofhelp.org.uk 
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