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Hello and welcome to our latest Newsletter from all at Stepping Stones UK and India.
It is my pleasure to wish you a Happy New Year and hope that you had a great Christmas with family and friends
despite Government restrictions and Covid concerns. Thank you for supporting our boys and girls who send their
greetings from Bethel and Bethany. Special thanks to you also from Pastor Sanjoy and all the staff and volunteers at
Stepping Stones – India.

Bethel and Bethany Children’s Homes
We thank God that Christmas celebrations at
Bethel and Bethany Homes went ahead without
any problems and the children had a wonderful
time with lots of festive activity and great food. For
those of you that sponsor any of our children, you
should have received a card and message from
your child by now. But, if for any reason you didn’t,
please let us know.
As always, the children’s Birthday celebrations on
26th October went well with a full program as
usual. Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions they
were unable to go out to the local theme park this year. Strict Covid rules imposed on Children’s Homes restrict
groups going out into public places and primary and junior schools have remained closed to our children. Although
this hasn’t hindered our younger children’s learning, it has kept them from seeing friends outside of our homes for a
long time now. Latest announcements say that all schools will be open this January. Who knows, let’s see?
In September this year, some of our girls will begin their final year in secondary school, so
they are considering their options now. They may stay with us until they finish further
education class 12 (age 18) or they may go live with family, if appropriate. Please pray for
wisdom as we seek to give them the best possible guidance.
There are 2 new members of staff at Bethel House. Apurbo is a young man aged 24 who is
supporting Bony our Children’s Home Manager with daily duties around the home. He is living
in the apartment attached to the boy’s home. Isaac is a former Bethel Boy who is now
studying at university while living at Stepping Stones Mission Centre. His role is the Centres
Guard while teaching our boys and girls part time. We are very happy with how the homes are
being run and a recent government inspection gave Stepping Stones Children’s Homes their
highest accreditation.

Apurbo

Remember to support us whenever you shop by shopping through www.easyfundraising.org.uk
Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/steppingstonesministries/ and join for free.
2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start shopping.
3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no extra cost whatsoever!

Outreach

Contact Us

During the last 2 years, outreach has been greatly restricted by 2 factors, the
pandemic and serious failures in the new FCRA funds transfer system which was
imposed upon us by the Indian Government at the beginning of 2020. Although
we have managed to get sufficient funds through to maintain the work of our
children’s homes, much needed funds to support families in our region who
suffered due to job losses, sickness, bereavement, and cyclone damage to
homes was limited.
Thankfully, the banking system appears to have improved recently, with funds
finally getting through. In the run up to Christmas, 350 families, (approximately
1,500 people) received a month’s supply of food, plus blankets from Stepping
Stones. These were distributed by our staff and volunteers to those in greatest
need and mostly to villagers in the Nadia district of West Bengal.
Some of the families who received our support are workers at a nearby brick field
where there are many child workers who make bricks every day out in the open,
without shade and from mud brought up from the river. Some of our volunteers
have been visiting the children each week during the pandemic to teach them, do
games and provide them with food and clothing.

www.steppingstonesuk.org

Jharkhand
In Jharkhand State, 200 miles North of Stepping Stones
Mission Centre, our full time worker Pastor Som with
help from volunteers Barnabus and Prokash (All former
Bethel Boys) made good progress reaching out to more
than 120 very poor families with food parcels and
blankets. Hot meals were also provided in some
villages and children were given sweets for Christmas.
The recent addition of a motorcycle has made Pastor
Som’s ministry much easier and families he is working
with are more accessible.

The final word,
We thank you for your prayers as we continue to develop this much needed
work and you can find out more about what we are doing on our new website
at www.steppingstonesuk.org But, please do get in touch if you have any
questions or what to know how you can get more involved.
As we venture into 2022 let me leave you with the words of Jesus from John 8
v 12 ‘ I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness
but will have the light of life’.
With every blessing, Richard, Tracey and all at Stepping Stones.

Richard Pashby
26 Moor Lane, Newby,
Scarborough, YO12 5SH
rwpash@hotmail.com
07969 988778
To make a direct donation to
Stepping Stones account these
are the details you need:Account number 61606891
Sort code 404022.

Covid Update
At
the
moment,
Covid
guidelines still restrict what
we can do in India but while
the Government are asking
for people to follow the latest
rules, many that we know of
in rural West Bengal are
simply carrying on as normal.
As of today, the 7-day
average of overall reported
cases in India is 41,000
compared to a 390,000 7-day
average in June ’21 and only
a handful of Omicron cases
have been reported so far in
West Bengal. We don’t know
how accurate the recording is
of course and we expect the
number of cases of the
Omicron variant to increase
as they have elsewhere
around the world. Thankfully,
we have had no reported
infections among any of our
staff or children in the last 6
months. However, teams will
not be flying over from UK
until travel restrictions are
lifted, but in the meantime,
the work continues with all
credit to our amazing staff
and volunteers who are
making an impressive impact
in the lives of our children and
many families that have
received help during these
difficult times, which you have
read about in this report.

