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Pressing on to the end of term 

I last wrote to you just as the November lockdown had begun, I hope 
that time of extra restriction wasn’t too difficult for you and your family. 
Thank you all for your prayer for our family and for my ministry over the 
last few weeks, there is much to give thanks for.  

At the start of November I attended the ‘FEUER’ conference (fellowship 
of evangelists in the Universities of Europe) which was fantastic. There 
were plenary speakers from different CU movements across Europe 
which were wonderfully refreshing, having spent so long with such a 
narrow view of the world and life that lockdown brought, it was a joy to 
hear speakers and experiences from different nationalities and 
movements to my own. I am grateful to God to belong to a global family 
of believers. Probably the most encouraging part of the conference 
though was being part of a small group with other delegates, which was 
led by an older more experienced evangelist, where we all gave an 
example talk and received constructive feedback. My group was led by 
Brice Gillingham, an experienced evangelist based in Oxford, he was 
deeply enthusiastic for the gospel and was such an encouragement to 
me. One thing he said that especially stood out to me was ‘the 
evangelist is the one who believes someone is ready to believe 
tonight’. This year I am trying to discern more of God’s call on me as an 
evangelist and this conference was a brilliant help in this 

As November pressed on I also interviewed candidates for jobs with 
UCCF as CU Staff Workers and graduating students who had applied 
to be Relay Workers with us next year. These were conducted over 
zoom and we’re encouraging too. I’m please to say I appointed a 
successor to Katie Shaw for the Sheffield patch to start in Aug 21 
(more on this in a future update) as well as offering posts for future 
relays next year. I give thanks to God for his grace and provision.  
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CU Christmas Outreach 

Usually CU Carol services in the NE tend to reach 
around 5K-6K students in cathedrals, minsters and 
churches across the region, as with everything else this 
year these too have gone online. I watched Durham CU 
and Leeds City-wide CUs carols services back to back 
last week (see pics below). It was a great 
encouragement to see the creativity and passion poured 
into these. Please pray the Lord will use these and other 
creative outreach initiatives over the Christmas break to 
point many students to Jesus. 

York hub for November Team Day 

Bryony & Josh hosting Leeds City-wide CU Carols 
 

Tim Koh, 
Durham CU 
President 
hosting Durham 
CU Carols from 
Durham 
Cathedral 
 
 

Looking ahead to the new year 

As the term began drawing to an end and details of 
the government’s plans for students to return to their 
family homes and then back to their university city in 
the new year we given it became clear that this will 
continue to affected the working patterns of UCCF 
staff for a while yet and so the field team have had 
our hours reduced to part time. The flexible furlough 
scheme means we can increase time as required, but 
for now this the best way of working to sustain staff 
and avoid our work being frantic but fruitless. 
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Wherever you are, God has sent you 

One thing that I’ve grown in conviction with over the last few years is 
the principle that, wherever you are, and however you feel about it,  
God has sent you there. Do you work in an office God? Well God 
has sent you to that office, and he has a purpose for you there. Do 
you have a place you call home? Well God has put you there too, 
sure you may have thought about it, prayed about it, even chosen it 
– but our kind Fathers has still sent you there.   

I have been thinking on this and what it means for me personally and 
for our family over the last few years, and spring lockdown gave me 
even more time and space to think about this and to act upon it. 
Since April we’ve got to know many more neighbours on our street 
which has been a real joy, we’ve been more deliberate in praying for 
them by name together as a family with the boys before bed, and as 
we’ve done this we’ve been especially enjoyed getting to know ‘S’ 
from our crescent who I have been reading through Mark’s gospel 
with this term. Please pray for her put her trust in Jesus as she 
repents of her sin and knows his unending forgiveness 

Carols on the Crescent 

One idea this birthed a little while ago was to host an outside carol 
service on our crescent for our neighbours (I’m pleased to say this is 
permitted within current regulations). And so for the last few weeks 
myself and a few neighbours have been planning ‘Carols on the 
Crescent’. It will be a 30min socially distanced carol service outside 
our house, with some carols, readings and I will give a short 
evangelistic message on the theme of ‘light in the darkness’ 
(Saturday 19th, 4-4:30pm). I am really excited for (not least to be 
speaking to some people in person rather than on zoom for the first 
time in a while!) but because the Lord has given me a spirit of 
expectation. Please join me in praying for the Lord to have 
compassion on our crescent, and to pour out his Spirit into the hearts 
of those who hear the message so that they might turn in repentance 
and faith.  

Prayer Requests 

• Please pray for all the last 
bits of prepartion that are 
needed for the Carols on the 
Crecent  

• Please join me in praying the 
Lord would give our 
neighbours and friends from 
the crescent soft hearts 
towards Jesus, for me as I 
finish preparing my 
message, and that the Lord 
would work powerfully to 
bring people to repent of 
their sins and put their trust 
in him.  

• Please pray that we as a 
family would enjoy the Lord 
again this Christmas, that we 
would remember and 
celebrate that life in its 
fullness is found in him alone, 
and to therefore enjoy all the 
fun of Christmas with this in 
mind. 

• Please pray for us as we join 
Hannah’s Mum & Dad during 
a few of the 5 days bubble 
period, especially for Jesse 
and Micah to enjoy quality 
time with Grandma and 
Grandad 
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Coming Up… 

15th: Planning morning 
with NE Staff Team 

I’ve gathered the staff team for a morning 
before we finish for the Christmas break to 
do some planning for the term ahead, will 
be chiefly thinking about Forum NE, our 
training conference for new CU leaders in 
March, please pray for energy, grace and 
wisdom during our time together. 
 

17th: NE Team Day 

For this team day we’ll be joined by Gerard 
& Sarah Charles who work for OMF who will 
trach us on sharing the gospel in 
honour/shame cultures 
 

19th: Carols on the 
Crescent 

Please pray for the Lord to work in power as 
the gospel is proclaimed on our crescent, 
please pray boldly for our neighbours to 
come to faith 
 

21st Dec – 3rd Jan: 
Christmas break 

Jesse, Finn, Rowan, Micah and Erin with 
their lanterns inviting our neighbours to 
‘Carols on the Crescent’ on Sat 19th 
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