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eenewsSunday 14th April 2019 

...a warm welcome to eebenezer... 
HHeelllloo  
Welcome to you if you are new to our church or visiting.  

Please make yourself at home.  If you require help or 

information, please ask a member of our Welcome Team.  If 

you need prayer after the service, please feel free to go to the 

Prayer Den.  If you have with you babies, children, young 

people or those of any age with special needs, we have 

groups that cater for their needs – please listen for 

announcements.  

IInn  tthhee  eevveenntt  ooff  aa  ffiirree  oorr  eemmeerrggeennccyy  iinncciiddeenntt,,  pplleeaassee  

eevvaaccuuaattee  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy,,  uunnddeerr  tthhee  

gguuiiddaannccee  ooff  tthhee  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  TTeeaamm..  
  

TODAY: Palm Sunday 

10.30am  Morning Worship and Communion 

The Great Commission  Matthew 28: 19-20 
 

6.30pm   Pray for Scarborough at St Mary’s 

Jesus – the Bread of life - as we approach Easter we will be 

thinking about the Saviour who gives us eternal life and we will 

be asking ‘What does that mean in our lives today?’ 

Next Sunday: 21st April  Easter Sunday 

10.30am  The Greatest Show Easter 

Service 
 

He is not here; He has risen! 
Luke 24:6 

 

There will be no evening service 
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Ebenezer:  Covenant and Vision 

Neil and the Elders say: 

We spent 2017/18 in prayer seeking God for his vision for 

Ebenezer. We felt he was saying 7 things to us, and each 

month through 2019 we will publish one of those to remind us 

of what God said. 

We are called to be a place of growth. 
 

 
 

We are called to encourage those who can pioneer and we 

understand that we must be willing to go with the pioneers as 

they take risks for the kingdom of God.  As Missional 

Communities spread we have seen that new congregations 

form where people live.  We recognise that forming these 

takes vision, clarity and passion.  
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We commit to praying into the vision of beacons of lights on 

the east coast.  We understand that beacons are not just 

visible, they are used to communicate to places where they 

can be seen. 
 

We will attend to our own spiritual growth, worshipping 

together, fellowshipping, teaching and praying. We will 

connect relationally as we spread out always remembering 

that we are recognised by our love for one another.  

God said through the prophet Isaiah “Enlarge the place of 

your tent”. Acts records that every day they continued to 

meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 

homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising 

God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord 

added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
 

We will be faithful in prayer for the extension of God’s kingdom 

in Scarborough and up and down this eastern coast as far 

inland as our tent extends. We promise to never give up the 

habit of meeting together, and we will seek to help each other 

to grow as disciples of Jesus and to encourage others to 

accept the offer of salvation that Jesus makes. 

 

Wednesday 17th April AGM/Church Meeting and Communion 

7.30pm 

We will be sharing communion as we celebrate God’s 

goodness to us at our Annual General Meeting. 

We decided to have communion that evening, instead of 

Maundy Thursday, as we felt asking everybody to come out 

two nights in a row was too much at this busy time of year. 

Everybody who worships at Ebenezer is very welcome to join 

in, although for the couple of decisions we need to make it is 

only members who can vote. 

JJeessuuss  ttooookk  bbrreeaadd,,  aanndd  wwhheenn  hhee  hhaadd  ggiivveenn  tthhaannkkss,,  

hhee  bbrrookkee  iitt  aanndd  ggaavvee  iitt  ttoo  hhiiss  ddiisscciipplleess,,  ssaayyiinngg,,  ‘‘TTaakkee  aanndd  eeaatt;;  

tthhiiss  iiss  mmyy  bbooddyy..’’    MMaatttthheeww  2266::2266  
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Neil writes about his Sabbatical 

As hopefully everybody now knows I will be on Sabbatical fpr 

three months from the beginning of May to the end of July.  

Viv made the great suggestion that I write about it in eNews so 

that everybody knows what a Sabbatical is, and what I will be 

doing during the Sabbatical. 
 

The idea of a Sabbatical is derived from the rhythm of rest that 

is found in the Bible.  On the seventh day of Creation, the 

Sabbath, God rested.  In Leviticus 25 the land was rested 

every seven years.  This was known as the Sabbath year.  In 

the Sabbath year the land wasn’t to be ploughed, sown, or 

the harvest gathered; whatever it grew of its own accord 

could be freely eaten. 

In a similar way, a Sabbatical is a period of rest, formally called 

study leave.  During the Sabbatical the Minister changes the 

rhythm of their work by withdrawing from normal ministry and 

having a time apart with God.  The hope is that they will come 

back refreshed, encouraged, and freshly envisioned by God. 

It is called study leave because often a Minister will use it to 

read or research on particular topics. 

So a Sabbatical isn’t a holiday, it is a different rhythm of work, 

although that different rhythm is intended to be deliberately 

restful. 

During my Sabbatical I will be away for three months, 

although you may bump into Karen or me in Scarborough.  

However, neither of us will be looking at email, responding to 

texts, nor be involved in any of the ministry here. 

I have been working with the Elders to prepare for this and we 

are as confident as we can be that everything is planned for: 

Sheena will be supported by James and David during this 

time. 

Whilst we are away I have a heap of books to read around 

the topic of Missional Discipleship.  I also plan to spend some 

time thinking theologically about the whole issue of 
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transgender (although there aren’t many good theology 

books out on it yet).  

In addition I want to take time to prayerfully consider how we 

organise ourselves to make sure our different communities 

(Ebenezer, FAMILYLights, Restore Filey and Hope Whitby) link 

up properly and have effective overall leadership.  This is vital 

as we move away from the idea of Ebenezer being the 

‘mother church’ and instead consider Ebenezer as part of a 

growing family of communities, in line with the vision that we 

believe God has given us. 

Some of the Sabbatical will be spent in Scarborough, some of 

it in other parts of the UK, and some of it abroad.  For example, 

I’m preaching in Raleigh (North Carolina, USA) on the first 

weekend in May.  During the time we are travelling, I hope to 

visit other churches that have been on this Missional 

Discipleship journey.  I expect to find some beauty spots to sit 

and read at :)  Karen and I have chosen to save up to cover 

our travel costs ourselves; the sabbatical will finish with a 

conference in Sheffield which Ebenezer is kindly paying for me 

to attend. 

As you can see. a Sabbatical is a significant investment by 

both a Church and its Minister.  So please pray for our Elders 

and Deacons, and for the leaders of our communities, as they 

serve you over this coming period. 

And please pray that God ministers to Karen and me: that we 

will indeed come back refreshed, encouraged, and freshly 

envisioned by God. 
 

Shalom, Neil. 

Morning Communion 

The dates for the next three Morning Communions are: 

5th May, 30th June and 28th July 
TThheenn  hhee  ttooookk  aa  ccuupp,,  aanndd  wwhheenn  hhee  hhaadd  ggiivveenn  tthhaannkkss,,  hhee  ggaavvee  iitt  ttoo  tthheemm,,  

ssaayyiinngg,,  ‘‘DDrriinnkk  ffrroomm  iitt,,  aallll  ooff  yyoouu..  2288  TThhiiss  iiss  mmyy  bblloooodd  ooff  tthhee[[bb]]ccoovveennaanntt,,  

wwhhiicchh  iiss  ppoouurreedd  oouutt  ffoorr  mmaannyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ffoorrggiivveenneessss  ooff  ssiinnss..  

MMaatttthheeww  2266::2277,,2288  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-24083b
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19th April  Good Friday Walk of Witness 

9.30am  onwards   Congregate in Alma Square 

9.45 am   Hymn singing 

10.00am    Welcome and drama (part 1) 

then 

Walk from Alma Square to town centre 

outside Brunswick Centre entrance 

Conclusion of drama (part 2) 

then 

Silent walk up to the Castle 

Castle grounds:   a short reflection 

Pray for Scarborough:update 

In May through July we are switching to the 3rd Sunday of the 

month, still at St. Mary’s, under the theme: 

“Lord cleanse your people” and “Restore us”, “Renew us”, 

“Revive us”. 

Then on the last weekend in September, 27th to 29th, we will 

conclude the Lord’s Prayer in a conference at Ebenezer 

Baptist Church: “Lord reveal your glory”. 

Please put the dates in your diary and come join with us as we 

seek God for His will for Scarborough. 
 

O, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God 

 
 

TThheerree’’ss  nnoo  sshhaaddooww  YYoouu  wwoonn’’tt  lliigghhtt  uupp  
MMoouunnttaaiinn  YYoouu  wwoonn''tt  cclliimmbb  uupp  
CCoommiinngg  aafftteerr  mmee  
TThheerree''ss  nnoo  wwaallll  YYoouu  wwoonn''tt  kkiicckk  ddoowwnn  
LLiiee  YYoouu  wwoonn''tt  tteeaarr  ddoowwnn  
CCoommiinngg  aafftteerr  mmee  
WWhheenn  II  wwaass  yyoouurr  ffooee,,  ssttiillll  YYoouurr  lloovvee    
ffoouugghhtt  ffoorr  mmee  
YYoouu  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ssoo,,  ssoo  ggoooodd  ttoo  mmee  
WWhheenn  II  ffeelltt  nnoo  wwoorrtthh,,  YYoouu  ppaaiidd  iitt  aallll  
  ffoorr  mmee  
CCoorryy  AAssbbuurryy  
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Meditation  Samuel Crossman 1664  (continued) 

 
 

That’s My King! 

Shadrach Meshach Lockridge (March 7, 1913 – April 4, 2000) 

was the Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, a prominent African-

American congregation in San Diego, California, from 1953 to 

1993.  He was known for his preaching across the United States 

and around the world.  Lockridge's best-known message is 

"That's my King!" notably the six and a half minute description 

of Jesus Christ contained at the end of the hour-long sermon. 

(Wikipedia) 

Watch this version (shown last Sunday) on you tube 

https://youtu.be/9K80pozOfrU 

Why, what hath my Lord 
done?  

What makes this rage and 

spite?  
He made the lame to run,  

He gave the blind their 

sight.  
Sweet injuries!  

Yet they at these  

Themselves displease,  

And 'gainst him rise. 
 

 
 

They rise, and needs will 
have  

My dear Lord made away;  

A murderer they save,  

The Prince of Life they slay.  
Yet cheerful he  

To suffering goes,  

That he his foes  
From thence might free. 

 

In life no house, no home,  
My Lord on earth might 

have;  

In death no friendly tomb,  
But what a stranger gave.  

What may I say?  

Heav'n was his home;  
But mine the tomb  

Wherein he lay. 

 

 
 

 

 
Here might I stay and 

sing,  

No story so divine;  
Never was love, dear King,  

Never was grief like thine!  

This is my Friend,  
In whose sweet praise  

I all my days  

Could gladly spend 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Diego
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Update from Hope Whitby 

Hi all and greetings from sunny Whitby.  Things here are 

amazing and very busy!  We want to keep you guys up to 

date with the way God is moving and things that you can 

pray for us. 

Due to the number of families we now have attending, we 

have made some changes to the way we meet.  We have 

changed our #Gathering service from a Friday night (not very 

family friendly) to a Sunday afternoon at 4pm. 

Our rhythm of gatherings is now: 
#Gathering - first Sunday 

Family Fun - second Sunday 

Hope Hub - third Friday night 

‘Scattered Sunday’ - third Sunday afternoon 

Alive - fourth Sunday. 

All services are now at 4pm to keep things simple! 

‘Scattered Sunday’ is an idea many missional churches are 

beginning to use.  It is our opportunity to break out from where 

we normally meet to go into the community.  We may have 

breakfast on the beach with communion, or a garden party 

with testimony where all are welcome, and we have fun 

together! 

Our house communities, which meet through the week at 

various times and locations, continue to grow and we are 

looking to multiply some of these later in the year. 

A big focus for us this year is our Leadership team.  Alongside 

me and Leigh, we now have another three elders and two 

deacons, along with James.  Another six people are being 

trained up in Leadership. 

We miss you guys and are praying for you all.  We hope to be 

at Ebenezer soon and we praise God that things are so busy 

here!  We are so grateful for all He has done. 

Please pray: 

 for strength and unity for our leaders: 

 that the gospel is firmly planted in many people’s hearts. 

With so much love from us all, The Coates Family xxxxx 
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Car wash!! Saturday 20th April 

Ailsa Grassam says: 

Please support this car wash!! 

Iona is involved in this project and the team will be building 

sustainable homes with a local team of Christians in 

Johannesburg.  So for more information, please speak to 

Iona!! 
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Tuesday 16th April 6.30 – 7.30pm in the Underground  

Prayer for Our Nation 

John Payne says: 

Dear friends, I would like to invite you to pray with me and others for 

our nation.  We are praying for our nation, for God's will to be 

fulfilled whatever the outcome of Brexit, regardless of our 

persuasion.   

These meetings will continue, so unless there are any changes, they 

will be featured occasionally in enews. 

 

Wednesday 1st May Restore Filey 
 

 

"Come and join us 

for our 

 May Gathering! 

Room 21/22  

Evron Centre 

 Filey,  

7.30pm 

 May 1st 

 

Isaac Hick is leading 

the worship and the 

missionary team that 

went to Peru are 

sharing their stories. 

See you there!" 

 

Thank you! 

Mark and Christine Stevens say: 

Thank you to everyone for helping us to celebrate getting 

baptised last Sunday.  We are especially grateful for your 

prayers, encouragement and support. 

And thank you for the yummy cakes too! 
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Conference and Events Information 

23rd – 28th April  ECG  Scarborough Spa 

https://www.ecgevent.org.uk/ for more information, including 

booking and volunteering opportunities. 
 

 
 

13th May Equip Leadership Day  The Belfrey York 

https://www.belfrey.org/equip.html 

 

24th – 26th May THIS 19 The Summit, Scarborough 

https://www.kingdomfaith.com/conferencethis.aspx 

 

20th -26th July Keswick Convention  Week 2 

https://keswickministries.org/convention/2019 

 

29th – 31st July ELA Conference Life Church Bradford 

https://presenceministriesinternational.brushfire.com/events/4

49042 

 

4th – 10th  August, United 19, Peterborough  Week 2: 

https://www.new-wine.org/week-2 

https://www.kingdomfaith.com/conferencethis.aspx
https://keswickministries.org/convention/2019
https://presenceministriesinternational.brushfire.com/events/449042
https://presenceministriesinternational.brushfire.com/events/449042
https://www.new-wine.org/week-2

