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eenewsSunday 7th April 2019 

...a warm welcome to eebenezer... 
HHeelllloo  
Welcome to you if you are new to our church or visiting.  

Please make yourself at home.  If you require help or 

information, please ask a member of our Welcome Team.  If 

you need prayer after the service, please feel free to go to the 

Prayer Den.  If you have with you babies, children, young 

people or those of any age with special needs, we have 

groups that cater for their needs – please listen for 

announcements.  

IInn  tthhee  eevveenntt  ooff  aa  ffiirree  oorr  eemmeerrggeennccyy  iinncciiddeenntt,,  pplleeaassee  

eevvaaccuuaattee  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy,,  uunnddeerr  tthhee  

gguuiiddaannccee  ooff  tthhee  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  TTeeaamm..  
  

TODAY:  

10.30am  Morning Worship and Baptisms 

‘Jesus ministered as a human’  John 14:11-12 

Neil says: 

We are celebrating two baptisms.  The Bible tells us to “repent 

and be baptised” - if you think this is something you need to 

do please see me, John Boulby or Sheena Beadle. 

If there are any cake bakers it is always good to have cake to 

celebrate a baptism :) 
 

6.30pm Encountering God through Communion and 

Intercessory Prayer 
 

“the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears 
are attentive to their prayer”  1 Peter 3:12  (NIVUK) 
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Ebenezer:  Covenant and Vision 

Neil and the Elders say: 

We spent 2017/18 in prayer seeking God for his vision for 

Ebenezer. We felt he was saying 7 things to us, and each 

month through 2019 we will publish one of those to remind us 

of what God said. 

We are called to be a place of growth. 
 

 
 

We are called to encourage those who can pioneer and we 

understand that we must be willing to go with the pioneers as 

they take risks for the kingdom of God.  As Missional 

Communities spread we have seen that new congregations 

form where people live.  We recognise that forming these 

takes vision, clarity and passion.  
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We commit to praying into the vision of beacons of lights on 

the east coast.  We understand that beacons are not just 

visible, they are used to communicate to places where they 

can be seen. 
 

We will attend to our own spiritual growth, worshipping 

together, fellowshipping, teaching and praying.  We will 

connect relationally as we spread out always remembering 

that we are recognised by our love for one another.  

God said through the prophet Isaiah “Enlarge the place of 

your tent”.  Acts records that every day they continued to 

meet together in the temple courts.  They broke bread in their 

homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising 

God and enjoying the favour of all the people.  And the Lord 

added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
 

We will be faithful in prayer for the extension of God’s kingdom 

in Scarborough and up and down this eastern coast as far 

inland as our tent extends.  We promise to never give up the 

habit of meeting together, and we will seek to help each other 

to grow as disciples of Jesus and to encourage others to 

accept the offer of salvation that Jesus makes. 
 

Tuesday 9th April 6.30 – 7.30pm in the Underground  

Prayer for Our Nation 

John Payne says: 

Dear friends, I would like to invite you to pray with me and others for 

our nation.  We are praying for our nation, for God's will to be 

fulfilled whatever the outcome of Brexit, regardless of our 

persuasion. 

Please feel free to invite anyone else who would like to pray, to 

come.  
 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast: CANCELLED 

Ray Beadle says: 
Unfortunately the breakfast has had to be cancelled due to 
circumstances beyond our control.  I apologise for this, and hope to 
be able to announce another date in the not so distant future. 
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Neil writes about his Sabbatical 

As hopefully everybody now knows I will be on Sabbatical fpr 

three months from the beginning of May to the end of July.  

Viv made the great suggestion that I write about it in eNews so 

that everybody knows what a Sabbatical is, and what I will be 

doing during the Sabbatical. 
 

The idea of a Sabbatical is derived from the rhythm of rest that 

is found in the Bible.  On the seventh day of Creation, the 

Sabbath, God rested.  In Leviticus 25 the land was rested 

every seven years.  This was known as the Sabbath year.  In 

the Sabbath year the land wasn’t to be ploughed, sown, or 

the harvest gathered; whatever it grew of its own accord 

could be freely eaten. 

In a similar way, a Sabbatical is a period of rest, formally called 

study leave.  During the Sabbatical the Minister changes the 

rhythm of their work by withdrawing from normal ministry and 

having a time apart with God.  The hope is that they will come 

back refreshed, encouraged, and freshly envisioned by God. 

It is called study leave because often a Minister will use it to 

read or research on particular topics. 

So a Sabbatical isn’t a holiday, it is a different rhythm of work, 

although that different rhythm is intended to be deliberately 

restful. 

During my Sabbatical I will be away for three months, 

although you may bump into Karen or me in Scarborough.  

However, neither of us will be looking at email, responding to 

texts, nor be involved in any of the ministry here. 

I have been working with the Elders to prepare for this and we 

are as confident as we can be that everything is planned for: 

Sheena will be supported by James Clarke and David 

Grassam during this time. 

Whilst we are away I have a heap of books to read around 

the topic of Missional Discipleship.  I also plan to spend some 

time thinking theologically about the whole issue of 
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transgender (although there aren’t many good theology 

books out on it yet). 

In addition I want to take time to prayerfully consider how we 

organise ourselves to make sure our different communities 

(Ebenezer, FAMILYLights, Restore Filey and Hope Whitby) link 

up properly and have effective overall leadership.  This is vital 

as we move away from the idea of Ebenezer being the 

‘mother church’ and instead consider Ebenezer as part of a 

growing family of communities, in line with the vision that we 

believe God has given us. 

Some of the Sabbatical will be spent in Scarborough, some of 

it in other parts of the UK, and some of it abroad.  For example, 

I’m preaching in Raleigh (North Carolina, USA) on the first 

weekend in May.  During the time we are travelling, I hope to 

visit other churches that have been on this Missional 

Discipleship journey.  I expect to find some beauty spots to sit 

and read at :)  Karen and I have chosen to save up to cover 

our travel costs ourselves; the sabbatical will finish with a 

conference in Sheffield which Ebenezer is kindly paying for me 

to attend. 

As you can see, a Sabbatical is a significant investment by 

both a Church and its Minister.  So please pray for our Elders 

and Deacons, and for the leaders of our communities, as they 

serve you over this coming period. 

And please pray that God ministers to Karen and me: that we 

will indeed come back refreshed, encouraged, and freshly 

envisioned by God. 
 

Shalom, Neil. 
 

Morning Communion 

Neil says: 

The dates for the next three 

Morning Communions are: 
 

14th April, 5th May and 

30th June 
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Next Sunday  14th April  Palm Sunday 
 

 
 

10.30am  Morning Worship and Communion 

The Great Commission  Matthew 28: 19-20 
 

6.30pm   Pray for Scarborough at St Mary’s 

Bread of life - as we approach Easter we will be thinking about 

the Saviour who gives us eternal life and we will be asking 

‘What does that mean in our lives today?’ 
 

Sunday Evenings at Ebenezer 

Neil says: 

Our Sunday evenings vary as we embrace different ways of 

encountering God, all of them include worship.  The first 

Sunday is communion and intercessory prayer.  The second 

Sunday we join with other charismatic churches to pray for 

Scarborough.  Depending on the month the third or fourth 

Sunday is an uncluttered space with an emphasis on prayer 

ministry and hearing what God is saying.  The remaining 

Sunday(s) have an emphasis on hearing God through the 

preaching of his word. 
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Wednesday 17th April AGM/Church Meeting  7.30pm 

The Annual General Meeting/Church Meeting will be held on 

Wednesday 17th April, at 19.30, in the main building here at 

Ebenezer.  All Members are strongly encouraged to attend.  

Non Members are welcome to attend but will not be able to 

vote on matters. 
*** 

 
 

Roll up!! Roll up!! Circus items needed!!  

Joy Clarke says: 

Has anybody got any circus themed items at 

home that we could use for decoration at our 

Greatest Show Holiday Club? 

Ideas include circus animals, 

hoola hoops, diablos, spinning 

plates, stilts, cages, coconut shy 

etc. etc. 

Please label anything you bring so it can be 

returned after holiday club. 

If you could let me know what you have 

via email 
mrsjoyclarketheministerswife@hotmail.co.uk  

I would be very grateful.  Thank you  
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Greatest Show Holiday Club: More volunteers still needed 
 

James says: 

We have had lots of interest in the Holiday Club and to make it 

as successful as possible we could do with a little more help. 
 

 
 

Could you help in one of these ways … 

SET UP - On Monday 15th April we will be setting up for Holiday 

Club from 9am at church. 

REFRESHMENTS - It would be great to have someone come 

along and make juice and tea/coffee on two occasions each 

day (16th-18th April). 

GROUP LEADER - The group leaders don’t have to prepare any 

input for the club, just be a part and look after of one of the 

groups during the day and their activities. 

PRAYER - Please pray before, during and after the club for all 

the children (and their families) who will be coming along and 

for energy for all the leaders. 
 

If you might be interested or would like to find out more please 

speak to James or email him jamesc@rockofhelp.org.uk  
 

mailto:jamesc@rockofhelp.org.uk
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Kitchen Refurbishment Fundraising Team 

 

Tickets available from Roberta Edwards, Kathie Hick, Sue Stride 

and Jane Taylor. 
 

This is a great opportunity to bring friends, family, neighbours, 

colleagues to a meet our church community! 
 

Meditation  Samuel Crossman 1664  (to be continued) 

   

MMyy  ssoonngg  iiss  lloovvee  uunnkknnoowwnn,,    

MMyy  SSaavviioouurr''ss  lloovvee  ttoo  mmee,,    

LLoovvee  ttoo  tthhee  lloovveelleessss  sshhoowwnn,,    

TThhaatt  tthheeyy  mmiigghhtt  lloovveellyy  bbee,,    

  

OO,,  wwhhoo  aamm  II,,    

TThhaatt  ffoorr  mmyy  ssaakkee    

MMyy  LLoorrdd  sshhoouulldd  ttaakkee    

FFrraaiill  fflleesshh,,  aanndd  ddiiee??  

  

HHee  ccaammee  ffrroomm  hhiiss  bblleesstt  

tthhrroonnee,,    

SSaallvvaattiioonn  ttoo  bbeessttooww;;    

BBuutt  mmeenn  mmaaddee  ssttrraannggee,,  aanndd  

nnoonnee    

TThhee  lloonnggeedd--ffoorr  CChhrriisstt  wwoouulldd  

kknnooww..  

BBuutt  OO,,  mmyy  FFrriieenndd,,    

MMyy  FFrriieenndd  iinnddeeeedd,,    

WWhhoo  aatt  mmyy  nneeeedd    

HHiiss  lliiffee  ddiidd  ssppeenndd  

  

SSoommeettiimmeess  tthheeyy  ssttrreeww  

hhiiss  wwaayy,,    

AAnndd  hhiiss  sswweeeett  pprraaiisseess  

ssiinngg;;    

RReessoouunnddiinngg  aallll  tthhee  ddaayy    

HHoossaannnnaass  ttoo  tthheeiirr  KKiinngg..  

  

TThheenn  ''CCrruucciiffyy!!''    

IIss  aallll  tthheeiirr  bbrreeaatthh,,    

AAnndd  ffoorr  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh    

TThheeyy  tthhiirrsstt  aanndd  ccrryy..  
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Car wash!! Saturday 20th April 

Ailsa Grassam says: 

Please support this car wash!! 

Iona is involved in this project and the team will be building 

sustainable homes with a local team of Christians in 

Johannesburg.  So for more information, please speak to 

Iona!! 
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Mission News 

Gillian Blake says: 

Release International " 

Voice" magazine - there are 

copies of their latest 

magazine for you to take, 

on the Welcome table,  
 

along with other paper versions of Missions we support as a church. 

Check out their website   https://releaseinternational.org/ 
 

Also check out the websites for........... 
 

WorldShare,  

https://worldshare.org.uk/ 
 

BMS, 

https://www.bmsworldm

ission.org/ 

 

 

MAF (Mission Aviation Fellowship) 

www.maf-uk.org  

 

SwaziVision 

https://www.swazivision.org/ 

 

.......for the latest news on how these Missions we support are helping 

people in South East Africa, especially following Cyclone Idai. 
 

Please have a look at the church website under 

Resources and Noticeboard for these latest updates: 

 

Ed Preston - Winter Term update including his plans for the next term; 
 

WorldShare - their latest "Window" magazine with news of how our 

contributions have helped needy people around the world; 
 

BMS - their latest "World News", remember we have one of their 

teams coming here soon! 

 

https://www.bmsworldmission.org/
https://www.bmsworldmission.org/
http://www.maf-uk.org/
https://www.swazivision.org/
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Update from Hope Whitby 

Hi all and greetings from sunny Whitby.  Things here are 

amazing and very busy!  We want to keep you guys up to 

date with the way God is moving and things that you can 

pray for us. 

Due to the number of families we now have attending, we 

have made some changes to the way we meet.  We have 

changed our #Gathering service from a Friday night (not very 

family friendly) to a Sunday afternoon at 4pm. 

Our rhythm of gatherings is now: 
#Gathering - first Sunday 

Family Fun - second Sunday 

Hope Hub - third Friday night 

‘Scattered Sunday’ - third Sunday afternoon 

Alive - fourth Sunday. 

All services are now at 4pm to keep things simple! 

‘Scattered Sunday’ is an idea many missional churches are 

beginning to use.  It is our opportunity to break out from where 

we normally meet to go into the community.  We may have 

breakfast on the beach with communion, or a garden party 

with testimony where all are welcome, and we have fun 

together! 

Our house communities, which meet through the week at 

various times and locations, continue to grow and we are 

looking to multiply some of these later in the year. 

A big focus for us this year is our Leadership team.  Alongside 

me and Leigh, we now have another three elders and two 

deacons, along with James.  Another six people are being 

trained up in Leadership. 

We miss you guys and are praying for you all.  We hope to be 

at Ebenezer soon and we praise God that things are so busy 

here!  We are so grateful for all He has done. 

Please pray: 

 for strength and unity for our leaders: 

 that the gospel is firmly planted in many people’s hearts. 

With so much love from us all, The Coates Family xxxxx 


