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eenews Sunday 15th Dec  2019 

...a warm welcome to eebenezer... 
HHeelllloo  
WWeellccoommee  ttoo  yyoouu  iiff  yyoouu  aarree  nneeww  ttoo  oouurr  cchhuurrcchh  oorr  vviissiittiinngg..    

PPlleeaassee  mmaakkee  yyoouurrsseellff  aatt  hhoommee..    IIff  yyoouu  rreeqquuiirree  hheellpp  oorr  

iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,,  pplleeaassee  aasskk  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  oouurr  WWeellccoommee  TTeeaamm..    IIff  

yyoouu  nneeeedd  pprraayyeerr  aafftteerr  tthhee  sseerrvviiccee,,  pplleeaassee  ffeeeell  ffrreeee  ttoo  ggoo  ttoo  tthhee  

PPrraayyeerr  DDeenn..    IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  wwiitthh  yyoouu  bbaabbiieess,,  cchhiillddrreenn,,  yyoouunngg  

ppeeooppllee  oorr  tthhoossee  ooff  aannyy  aaggee  wwiitthh  ssppeecciiaall  nneeeeddss,,  wwee  hhaavvee  

ggrroouuppss  tthhaatt  ccaatteerr  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  nneeeeddss  ––  pplleeaassee  lliisstteenn  ffoorr  

aannnnoouunncceemmeennttss..    

IInn  tthhee  eevveenntt  ooff  aa  ffiirree  oorr  eemmeerrggeennccyy  iinncciiddeenntt,,  pplleeaassee  

eevvaaccuuaattee  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy,,  uunnddeerr  tthhee  

gguuiiddaannccee  ooff  tthhee  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  TTeeaamm..  
 

15th December  3rd Sunday in Advent 

10.30am  Morning Worship and Communion 

Will you receive the gift? - John 3:1-21 
 

 
“The Greatest Gift” 
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6.30pm  Carols by 

Candlelight  

All are warmly invited to 

this annual celebration of 

the wonder and meaning 

of Christmas.   The church 

will be specially 

decorated and the carols 

will be enhanced by the 

Ebenezer Church 

Christmas Choir, specially 

formed for the occasion.  

Afterwards we will be 

serving mince pies, tea 

and coffee. 
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22nd December  4th Sunday in Advent 
 

 
 

There will be no evening service. 
 

Wednesday 25th December  Christmas Day 

10.00am  to 10.45am  Celebration!!! 

Come and join us 

for a celebration 

of the birth of our 

Saviour, The Lord 

Jesus Christ.  The 

format will be 

family friendly, 

fun, carols, and 

will communicate 

the reason for 

Christmas Day. 
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One Church Christmas Card 

Gillian Blake says: 

The One Church Christmas Card is now on the table next to 

the Welcome Table and will be there until 22nd December. 

Please write your Christmas greeting to one another and sign 

it. 

Then place your donation in the Christmas Money Jar, and 

please be generous, as the money you give will go to support 

Stepping Stones. 

 
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP: INFORMAL CHRISTMAS GET TOGETHER 

Ray Beadle says: 
All men are invited to meet for breakfast at Alexander Bowls 
Centre on 23rd December at 10.00am followed by meeting 
together at the Tap and Spile pub at 12 noon for a convivial 
pint.  No need to let me know, just turn up to one or both 
places. 

Please note the change of venue re 12 noon 
 

eenews  Deadlines Joint Editions 

Viv Games, eenews  editor  says: 

There will be a joint edition of eenews on Sundays 22nd and 29th 

December.   Please ensure that items for dates between 22nd 

December 2019 and 4th January 2020 are sent to 

enews@rockofhelp.org.uk  by Wednesday 18th December.  Thank 

you. 

mailto:enews@rockofhelp.org.uk
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Christmas Stamps and Cards 

Doreen Brown says: 

Please collect used postage stamps and put them in the box 

in church, to help raise money for the Leprosy Mission 

 

“It is hard to believe that a bunch of used stamps can help 

transform the life of someone affected by leprosy.  But the fact 

is that it can!  Over the past 30 years, TLM Stamps & 

Collectables has raised more than £1 million to benefit people 

affected by leprosy.  It takes seconds to rescue a used stamp 

from an envelope destined for the recycling bin but, by doing 

so, healthcare and opportunities can be provided to people 

in desperate need.”  https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/ 
 

 
 

Any type of used greetings cards, Christmas, birthday, etc., 

can be used in rural Sunday schools in India to help children 

learn Bible verses.  Please place cards in the box in church. 

I am really grateful that you help me all year round to support 

missions in these ways.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

They may be small but… 

…every little helps!! 

https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/about-us-and-leprosy/how-we-help/
https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/
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Missions Updates 

MAF December Flight Log including this news  

‘As 2019 draws to an end, MAF is grateful for every opportunity 

we’ve had to transport passengers who make a big difference 

in the developing world. 

Flying the Archbishop of Canterbury was one of those 

moments.  It was a privilege to transport him to the heart of 

the Ebola crisis, and see God’s love being shared with people 

fighting for their lives in the Democratic Republic of Congo.’ 

 

Release International’s December update is also available,  

Paul Robinson, CEO says: 

You may well have watched the BBC reports about Uyghur 

detentions in China’s Xinjiang region and how they are being 

subjected to brainwashing in ‘re-education’ camps. The 

Uyghur people are mainly Muslim but among those detained 

is Uyghur Christian Alimujiang Yimiti, a pastor who has been 

sentenced to 15 years in prison.  Despite living in terrible 

conditions his faith remains strong but his family are suffering 

without him. His wife, Gulinuer, and their two sons (pictured)  

are no longer allowed to visit him because they have been 

deemed non-cooperative and 

have been punished by having 

their visiting rights stopped. 

Thankfully though our ministry 

partner has been able to 

support the family so that 

Gulinuer can put food on the 

table and send her sons to 

school. 

Their experience is 

representative of many other 

Christian families in China and 

other repressive nations like Eritrea and North Korea. 

As Christmas approaches families like Gulinuer’s need our help 

and prayers, especially as authoritarian regimes can cut 
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financial resources to Christian families as a way of punishing 

the prisoners. 
 

To read the MAF Flight Log and the Release International 

December update on the church website, 

www.rockofhelp.org.uk, click on the Resources tab, and select 

Notice board in the drop down menu!! 
 

Bibles and help at Christmas 

Ailsa Grassam says: 

Sophie Kelly of Trinity Church is asking for donations of any 

modern reliable translation Bibles in good condition which you 

are no longer using: youth, children’s editions etc. welcome.  

A group from Trinity (and anyone else who would like to help) 

is going to wrap up the Bibles and give them out around 

Christmas along with a few other gifts, such as cookies and 

cards with Scripture.  Sophie is hoping to include an 

information leaflet with contact details of local churches and 

links to places that offer help this winter (if you know any, 

please pass the information on to me).  Please bring your 

Bibles to church on 15th December (am or pm) or speak to me 

to arrange a suitable time/place to drop off by Tuesday 17th at 

the latest.  I will make sure they’re delivered to Sophie.  If you’d 

like to be involved with this outreach and gifting at Christmas 

time please let me know.  Thank you. 
 
 

http://www.rockofhelp.org.uk/
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Regional Minister the Revd Mary Taylor writes:- 
  

"IF you are lighting Advent candles, the third candle is 
sometimes called the 
Shepherd’s Candle or the 
Candle of Joy.  Across the 
world, wherever the birth of 
Jesus is celebrated, joy is a 
keynote.  It’s as if, even 
whilst still waiting and 
preparing, the joyful hearts 
of believers everywhere, 
overflow with wonder and gratitude at God’s gift.  Just as 
the shepherds went on their way rejoicing, having seen the 
baby Jesus, we have joy when Jesus enters into our 
hearts and lives. 
  
The joy which Jesus gives is not dependent on our 
circumstances but on faith that God is fulfilling the promise 
of a Saviour for us all.  Even babies can know this! 
  
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby 
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit.  In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed 
are you among women and blessed is the child you 
will bear!  
But why am I so favoured, that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me?  As soon as the sound of 
your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb 
leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that 
the Lord would fulfil his promises to her!”                      
Luke 1: 41-45 
  


