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e•news Sunday 22nd March 2020 

...a warm welcome to ebenezer... 

Coronavirus 

Our leadership team across our communities met on Tuesday 

to discuss the latest Government and Baptist Union advice on 

Covid 19. In line with the advice we are stopping all groups with 

immediate effect; nobody in any capacity or role is to feel that 

they have any obligation or duty to turn out for anything until 

the government advice changes. 

Looking ahead, we were keen to keep meeting ‘face to face’ 

so we are turning to technology to enable that.  In the coming 

days we will be helping our leaders set up Zoom* for small group 

meetings, and we will also be holding our Special Church 

Meeting on Zoom on Sunday 29th March at noon. 

Zoom will enable us to have meetings where everybody can 

see each other and participate if they wish.  Once you have 

installed Zoom you can use the free version to have your own 

video group meetings up to 40 minutes in length; perfect for a 

catch up or maybe a prayer time with your friends in church.  

Leaders will have a subscription version of Zoom that removes 

the 40 minute limitation for everybody who is in the meeting. 

We also want to retain Sunday worship in some form.  I intend 

to open our building at 10:30am each Sunday and anybody 

who wishes to come is free to do so (but please self-isolate if 

you need to and if you do come please respect the space 

others might wish to keep around them). 

There will be no Junior Church or other groups. 

At 11am I will live stream a short service which will include 

prayer, bible reading and a sermon - my intention is to do that 

on Ebenezer’s Facebook page for ease of access and so that 

you can interact.  (continued page 2) 
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If you aren’t on Facebook then why not sign up now so you can 

join the services.  Ebenezer can be found at 

https://www.facebook.com/EbsBaptist/. 

We are aware that not everybody is on the internet and Sheena 

and I will meet to discuss how best we might provide support to 

those who are isolated. 

Meantime why not drop notes through your friends’ or 

neighbours’ doors offering to help them or to be available for a 

chat.  You might like to use the card below. 

For further updates please keep an eye on our website and on 

our Facebook page as well as here in enews. 
*Zoom: one of the leading video conferencing software apps on the market.  

It allows you to virtually interact when in-person meetings aren't possible 
 

 

Sunday 22nd March  Mothering Sunday 

11.00 am Sunday Live Stream! on Facebook 

Ephesians 2:19-22  We are one in Christ 
 

In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  
And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his 
Spirit.          Ephesians 2:21,22 
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Yorkshire Baptist Association 2020 Church Prayer Diary 

Please pray this week for: 

 Cottingham Road Baptist Church, Hull 

 Darnall Road Baptist Church, Sheffield 

Mission Updates 

Find them on the church website, Resources tab, Noticeboard 

http://www.rockofhelp.org.uk/resources 

 Release International Prayer Alert Covid19 and 

oppressed churches 

 MAF Flight Log March 2020 

 MAF News for Prayer March 2020 

 BMS World News 2/20 

 YBA Lent Focus 17th March 2020 

 Worldshare Prayer Calendar March 2020 
 

Special Church Meeting 29th March on Zoom at noon 

The Kitchen Refurbishment Team is excited to announce that 

we are ready to begin work on the new kitchen. 

However, our Constitution requires that a Special Church 

Meeting approves major repairs to any part of the property. 

We therefore need to have a very brief Special Church Meeting 

as soon as possible if the work is to start in April.  The plan is to 

start work on 21st April and have the kitchen finished in 2 weeks. 

The meeting on 29th March will be on Zoom, no more than 30 

minutes in length. 

Specifically, the Proposal is: 
 

that having raised 60% of the monies required, the work starts 

on 21st April recognising that we will continue to fund raise after 

the refurbishment to cover the outstanding balance 

(approximately £8,000). 
 

A letter has also been sent to Members with more details. 

Jane, Kathie, Roberta and Sue. 
 

Non-Members are welcome but will not be able to vote on 

matters. 
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Ordinary Church Meeting Sunday 29th March on Zoom 

There will be an Ordinary Church Meeting on Sunday 29th 

March on Zoom, immediately following the Special Church 

Meeting. 
 

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss financial arrangements 

for Hope Whitby. 
 

Non-Members are welcome but will not be able to vote on 

matters. 
 

Good Friday Walk of Witness 2020 cancelled 

The Walk of Witness that annually takes place in Scarborough 

town centre has been cancelled this year as a response to 

advice from the government re Coronavirus 
 

ECG 2020 cancelled 

It is with great regret and sadness that we must inform you that, 

due to the current UK Coronavirus pandemic and Government 

advice, ECG 2020 has been cancelled.  We are sorry for the 

disappointment, but we are committed to the health and 

safety of all our teams, volunteers and delegates.  We are 

devastated by this cancellation; we had the most amazing 

programme planned and the theme of ‘Vision’, was of such 

importance for us all. 

For further information, go to https://www.ecgevent.org.uk/ 
 

The Rainbow Centre needs donations 

“We are entirely dependent upon your donations right now as 

our small team are covering every avenue to try and keep the 

centre open. 

For the time being we are unable to accept anything other 

than food, toiletries and financial donations.  

You can give on the website via VirginMoney 

Thanks again for your kindness and 

understanding.” 
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Coronavirus: a Christ-centred response 

“How can the church witness to Jesus Christ even amid the 

spread of the coronavirus?” asks Danny Webster of Evangelical 

Alliance  (Dated 6th March…some statements have been 

overtaken by events!) 

 

Knowing that there may be significant consequences is 

different to worrying about them. 
 

Rodney Stark in his book ‘The Rise of Christianity’ looked at how 

the response of the early church to the plagues in Rome was 

integral to the growth of the church.  He quotes the early bishop 

Dionysius saying: “Most of our brother Christians showed 

unbounded love and loyalty, never sparing themselves and 

thinking only of one another.  Heedless of danger, they took 

charge of the sick, attending to their every need and 

ministering to them in Christ, and with them departed this life 

serenely happy; for they were infected by others with the 

disease, drawing on themselves the sickness of their neighbours 

and cheerfully accepting their pains.  Many, in nursing and 

curing others, transferred their death to themselves and died in 

their stead…” 
 

It’s not that Christians should throw sense to the wind or ignore 

advice.  It’s certainly not that the communion cup contains 

special powers that prevent germs being transmitted.  But it is a 

determination that in a world gripped by fear of what might be, 

the church should be the non-anxious presence that witnesses 

to the peace of Christ that lives in us. 

Many communities will feel the impact if more stringent 

restrictions on travel and gathering are placed in coming weeks 

and months.  Proposals to close schools will affect parents being 

able to work.  If towns are put into lockdown as has occurred in 

Italy, panic buying and food shortages may occur. 

Let us be the non-anxious presences that speaks of the Prince 

of Peace and His wonderful coming kingdom. 
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As churches across the UK we should be sensible, but we should 

continue meeting, we should continue serving our community, 

and we should continue to share the good news of Jesus with 

our friends, family, colleagues and neighbours.  Technology 

can be a useful tool to serve those who are unable or unwilling, 

or for whom it is inadvisable to be in contact with other people, 

but we shouldn’t unnecessarily distance ourselves from those in 

greatest need. 
 

In many communities the church is the first to arrive and the last 

to leave.  It notices challenges before statutory services are 

mobilised and it remains committed when funding might dry 

up.  The church is the embodied witness to the resurrected 

Christ, through the lives of men and women committed to 

following in His steps and living in His likeness. 
 

Walking through London Bridge station I realised the irony of 

calls for isolation, or the novel idea of ‘self-isolation’.  In places 

with so many people around we can still be isolated, cut off 

from human connection and starved of relationship.  We should 

not be careless or aid the spread of the virus, but we should 

think of our motivation.  Are we formed by fear of what might 

be or fuelled by hope of who God is and what He can do?  How 

can we speak peace to the panic buyers of anti-bacterial gel 

and the afraid-to get-on-the-train commuters? 
 

And we must pray.  *Pray for medical professionals, and 

government decision makers.  *Pray for those who are already 

isolated and concerned about cutting off vital connections. 

*Pray for people who are at greater risk of more significant 

consequences of becoming infected.  *Pray for miracles.  And 

*pray for the witness of the church of Jesus Christ: 
 

How can we speak life into those who are already 

isolated, those who are alone, and those fearful that 

this might affect them particularly acutely? 
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The Baptist Assembly Postponed 

Bournemouth International Centre 

8 - 10 May 2020 

“We are very sorry to announce that the Baptist Assembly has 

been postponed until the Autumn, due to the Coronavirus. 

We will make an announcement about the new dates as soon 

as we can. 

If you have booked places for the Assembly in May, a refund 

will be issued to you in the next few days - please bear with us 

as we administer these refunds.” 

 
 

Psalm 5:11-12 
 

…let all who take refuge in you be glad; 
let them ever sing for joy. 

Spread your protection over them, 
that those who love your name may rejoice in you. 

Surely, Lord, you bless the righteous; 
you surround them with your favour as with a shield. 
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