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Prayer Letter 

July 2020 
Luke 6v12 

“In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, 
and all night he continued in prayer to God” 

“In those days” generally refers to the time when the ministry of the Lord Jesus was in and around Galilee 
(which starts in 4v14). However, this phrase specifically follows 6vv-11 which finishes with “they were filled 
with fury and discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus.”  
Christ prayed (i) after an attack from his enemies and (ii) before calling his disciples. Prayer is a refuge when 
things are tough and a necessity when starting a new work. The coronavirus situation has been difficult for 
many individuals, churches and missionary organisations and has presented major challenges – therefore we 
pray. Many of us have had to think about new ways of doing ministry – and that includes UBM. We are 
about to embark on a “new work” (online missions) – therefore we pray. 
 

As we write this prayer letter it is hard not to think that, had it not been for Covid-19, 
8 missions in 5 countries would have been operating this week (3 in Ireland, 2 in 
England, 1 in Wales, 1 in Switzerland and 1 in Portugal). The Lord knows we want to 
be “out there” but He has different plans and we rest in His sovereign purposes. As 
mentioned in June, we would love you to join us in prayer throughout the summer. 
The PrayerMate app is an excellent tool to manage a prayer diary. If you use it why not subscribe to United 
Beach Missions for daily prayer points. See http://praynow4.org/unitedbeachmissions or ask for more detail. 
Missions Online 

As we can’t be on the beaches this summer, we plan to  
produce UBM “Holiday Special online” programmes.  
There will be a set for Irish missions and a set for English  
and Welsh missions. Some filming has already been done and others have been 
actioned to produce the constituent parts. Please pray:  

• that any programmes we make would be good quality, clear in Gospel 
content and watched widely.  

• for those who are liaising with all the various contributors of video items. 

• for the techie team who will be editing all the individual items and stitching them together. 

• that the programmes will give further opportunity to engage with families who do Postal Bible Club.  

• for the families who have contacted us to say they are looking forward to watching the programmes. 

• for the publicity (posters, trailers, posts on social media) to be effective. 
PS. We plan to use YouTube and our FaceBook pages. If you do FaceBook, it would help if you are able to like (and encourage 
others to do the same) @beachteampage, @thechristiananswer and our centre specific ones (eg @TheBeachTeamCarbisBay). 

 

‘Physical’ Missions 
When we cancelled our 2020 missions, we always said 
we could reinstate missions if, and only if it is appropriate.  
The reality is that this is very unlikely because of a) social 
distancing guidelines, b) currently we can’t have teams  
staying together and c) the reputational risk to UBM.  
Another factor is that the position of some local authorities is to not allow any 
outdoor events (not just UBM). In fact, one council (friendly towards us) have now 

told us that we will not be able to run missions this year. It is possible that some Christian Answer missions 
could still happen (or be rescheduled) and take a different format. Please pray: 

• for wisdom in knowing whether any missions (even if adapted) could be run or not. The Christian Answer 
Management Group meet this month and will consider this. 

• that ongoing contact with local councils and host churches would continue to be positive and cement 
relationships going forward.  
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UBM Review 

Throughout the summer we are taking the opportunity to have a major review of the  
work of UBM. Our aim is to be, under God’s good hand, in a strong position to run  
effective missions for many years to come (in whatever the ‘new normal’ might be).  
We have formulated a process to enable the work to be reviewed strategically, 
tactically and operationally. Please pray for: 

• the Executive Committee of Steve Taylor (chairman), Steve Wright, Dave 
Ainscough, Jason Duffin, Dave Norbury, Dave Johnson, Alan Mitchell. 

• each of the 4 Management Groups (England and Wales, Ireland, Christian 
Answer, Missions Vacances) as they meet during July and review their particular areas. 

• other task groups who will be reviewing the parts of the work that overarch all the 4 areas of UBM. 

• wisdom in setting the agenda for the next few years to achieve more effective missions.  
 

Reunions 

As mentioned last month, we have taken  
the decision to cancel both the Irish reunion  
and the one at Cefn Lea. However, we will be 
running an online reunion (‘ReZoomion!’) instead. This will run on Friday 
evening, 11th Sep and parts of Saturday 12th Sep. The exact times will be 
confirmed soon and we will have a booking system open. Please pray for: 

• those planning the programme for the online reunion. 

• those who will sort out the technical side of hosting a potentially large online event.  

• those who will be involved in various aspects of the programme (tbc) – especially the speakers. 

• our friends at Cefn Lea who have had many conferences cancelled because of the coronavirus situation. 
 

Ireland Trust  
It is a requirement that we set up a  
new legal entity (a company limited by  
guarantee). A lot of preparatory work has 
been done and various documents are now being submitted to 
the solicitor. Please pray for: 

• the new set of directors (Ian Kennedy (not in picture), Gordon  
Liston, Alan Mitchell, JP Walsh, Steve Wright). Tim Howlett and Hugh Martin will be involved as UBM staff. 

• wisdom in knowing how things will work operationally as, although there will be two legal entities, we 
want to appear as one work operationally and in ethos. 
 

Postal Bible Club  
This vital ministry is still carrying on – although there obviously won’t be the same influx 
of new applications this summer. However, we trust that some families will still sign up 
for PBC as a result of watching the online programmes. Please pray for: 

• Paula as she administers the PBC. 

• children to sign up after watching online UBM. 

• the plans to tailor the Sunscool app for UBM use 
(this project is on hold until after the summer) 

• children to be saved through this ministry.  
 

And finally!  
There is a whole range of miscellaneous items we 
could include in this section for prayer. Here are some: 

• other UBM meetings (e.g. the Irish zoom prayer  
meeting on 7/7, other possible training evenings). 

• similar organisations to us (or ones with whom we have close links) whose 
summer looks very different because of Covid-19. The list is long but, in 
particular, remember Young Life and 10ofthose (we are their 2020 charity). 

• those who request literature. We still have those who occasionally write in asking us to send some. 

• that we would be able to strengthen the leadership of UBM at every level. 


