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Jan – Feb 

Update Letter 

Imagine Leeds 

Last week for the second year in a row the four city centre 

based CUs (Leeds College of Music, Leeds Arts Uni, Leeds 

Beckett and Leeds Uni CU) all joined together to host ‘IMAGINE 

LEEDS’ a week of events inviting students across the city to 

imagine a world beyond the chaos and trouble that we daily see 

through our TV screens and in our own lives, and instead to 

imagine how Jesus changes everything in unexpected ways. I’ve 

included photos from across different parts of the week to help 

you get a flavour of what went on. If you’re on Facebook and 

haven’t already you may want to check out my profile as I 

recorded a few ‘live broadcasts’ of the week you may enjoy. 

One of the biggest encouragements to me was gathering with 

students from across the city each morning, to hear from God’s 

word, to pray and to share encouragements. Each morning 

students shared stories of stepping out in faith and inviting their 

friends to come along, and by the end of the week we were 

hearing so many stories of how God had surprised and 

surpassed expectations of many. One such story I’d like to share 

with you is from Mark, a second year at Leeds Uni. In the 

encouragements section on the Friday morning Mark stood up 

and said ‘I’ve just been so amazed by God this week, he’s really 

surprised me! My friend ‘B’ who I’ve been inviting to events since first 

year came for the first time last night and was really interested to 

find out more about Jesus the Messiah’. Thank God with me for 

Mark and the others like him, and please pray on for ‘B’ and the 

many others who made big and little steps towards faith in Jesus 

last week. 

Over the course of the week around 10 people indicated that 

they had put their trust in Jesus for the first time which is 

wonderful, but many more expressed significant interested in 

finding out more. We spent almost £1,500 on literature to give 

away for free during the week, another highlight was having 

people approach me while I was at the book table and being 

asked ‘May I have a Bible please?’ Each time my answer was a 

hearty Yes! Please pray with me that the Lord would plant his 

word in the hearts of the many who took a Bible or gospel away 

last week, and that it may bear the fruit of repentance and faith. 

Prayer breakfasts during Imagine Week 

Leeds Uni Lunchbar during Imagine 

Week 

Q&A session at Leeds Uni Lunchbar 

First Evening event at Imagine Leeds 
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Prayer letters are sent to the personal supporters of our staff 
every few months. To stop receiving this, please contact the 

staff member, email registry@uccf.org.uk or call 01865 253 678. 
Universities and Colleges Christian Fellowship (UCCF) is a 

company limited by guarantee, registered in England and 

Wales No. 387932. 

Up Coming Events… 
 

February 
 

11th: Speaking at ‘Imagine More’  
Imagine more is a seeker course hosted by all the CUs 

involved in ‘Imagine’. It is a five-week course for seekers to 

come along and explore more of what they began thinking 

about during the mission. Each week is split into two 

section, the first connecting with culture and big a big 

question, with the second being based in a passage in John’s 

gospel.  I’m speaking at the launch event. Please pray for 

the may who seem keen to be involved in this to come to a 

living faith in Jesus as the repent and believe 
 

12th: Supervision with Tom Widdowson 
 

19th: Day visit to ‘Vision’ Durham CU’s 

mission 
 

28th – 1st March: Forum North East 
Forum North East is the biggest thing in my diary each year. 

We gather all the new CU leaders from across the region 

to train, equip and encourage them for the work ahead of 

them. This year we will be joined by Scott Thomson from 

Grace Church Hartlepool who will be speaking from Jonah. 

I would dearly love your prayers for us as we continue to 

invite students to the weekend and prepare all the sessions 

we will be delivering too. 
 

March 
 

3rd – 4th: Interviewing for CUSW post in 

Durham 
Andrea Dalton (NE assistant team leader) and I will be part 

of the team interviewing for the remaining CU Staff worker 

positions we have to recruit for in time for starting in August 

this year. In the NE we are looking to fill one remaining post 

in Durham, please pray for wisdom and clarity as we 

interview and, for the Lord’s provision for us in filling this 

post and for all the candidates we interview. 
 

16th: Staff Meeting 
During our time together in this meeting we will review the 

missions that by this point will have taken place in the region 

and we will also spend a significant amount of time discussing 

and planning our team strategy for how to grow our ministry 

in CU hall groups.  
 

18th – 19th: NE Team Days 
I’m delighted to have Mel Lacy joining us to sharing her 

material on working with Gen-Z students (the current 

generation of students at university). 

 

 
 

Further Encouragements & Prayer 

points 

There have been a great many things that have deeply 

encouraged me since starting back after Christmas. 

Great times being trained together as a team and 

seeing significant progress for the gospel and 

partnership in places where its previously been very 

tough. One such story like this is from Teesside. At 

the start of this year Teesside CU was only one 

rather weary third year student. He faithfully 

represented the CU in fresher’s week but without 

much effect and by October it seemed all but likely 

the CU would fold and that would be that, but God 

has indeed turned things around. Tom (Staff worker 

for Durham & Teesside) set to meeting with church 

leaders and anyone he could with the aim of 

breathing new energy into the CU. Wonderfully this 

culminated in over 20 students gathering recently to 

relaunch the CU as they prayed for the gospel to go 

out on their campus. Amidst all this, things have been 

quite difficult for us personally. You may have seen 

on social media that our car was stolen on New 

Year’s Day which has been a real drain to us. The car 

was recovered in the end but had to be written off, 

we still haven’t replaced it with a new vehicle but 

have been lent a car by friends from church which is 

a huge blessing. In this frustration and affliction we 

have known the Lord’s kindness and continue to 

trust ourselves to him, we would appreciate prayers 

for us as we source a new car which we hope will be 

sorted in the next two weeks. I would also appreciate 

prayers for strength and perseverance for the rest of 

this term, you may remember we are now a staff 

worker down which has meant an increased 

workload at an already busy time. Thank you for your 

continued prayers and partnership with us in this 

ministry. Love Ed x 

L: Family photo at Christingle service at Christmas 

R: Jesse & Micah playing in Micah’s new tepee Christmas present 
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