
142 minutes in the air saved 3 or 4 
weeks by foot for 5 people with life-
threatening conditions in Papua 
New Guinea (PNG)

On Monday 13 September 2021, MAF 
pilot Joseph Tua received a 
medevac request for a woman who 
had lost a lot of blood. She had been 
carried from her village to Aiambak 
airstrip by canoe — a journey which 
took more than four hours. By take-
off, she was losing consciousness,  
and a few minutes later, at Kiunga, a 
waiting ambulance took her to 
hospital. Joseph said, ‘If they had 
carried her to Kiunga by foot, it 
would have taken at least two days.’

The following day a young woman 

who had been beaten and lost all 
feeling in her lower limbs was unable 
to walk. She needed a flight to the 
nearest hospital, so Joseph made a 
20-minute trip which would have 
taken at least 4 days of bush trekking. 

A third medevac call came for two 
patients from Mougulu in PNG’s 
Western Province. One was a young 
man who had been unconscious for 
90 minutes after falling from a 
coconut tree, and the other a woman 
who’d been in labour for four days 
and was experiencing complications. 

Pilot Jan Ivar Andresen loaded an 
extra stretcher at Mount Hagen and 
took off straight away. A 35-minute 
flight from Mougulu to Kiunga 

delivered both patients into a waiting 
ambulance. Two days later, Jan Ivar 
said, ‘I was so happy when I received 
a photo of mother and baby – both 
looking strong. Walking to hospital 
would have taken almost a week —
not an option in their condition.’

On the afternoon of Friday 17 
September, Joseph had a sense he 
might be needed to fly on his day 
off. Arriving at our hangar, he 
prepared for a medevac flight to 
Suki in western PNG. Where a 
young man had been hit by a 
spear in the groin. Running out of 
daylight, Joseph managed to land 
at Daru and meet the waiting 
ambulance just in time. 

November 2021

Flight Log

Pause for prayer

Praise God that MAF aircraft 
save lives through emergency 
evacuations throughout the 
developing world. But not every 
story has a happy ending and 
sometimes patients cannot 
access the care they need. Pray 
that God will use MAF to open up 
life-saving healthcare in more of 
the world’s most isolated places. 

Giving Tuesday

On Tuesday 30 November, MAF is 
raising money for flights that make 
a difference to the lives of children. 
From medevacs to vaccinations, 
trauma counselling to education, 
we want to change more kids’ lives 
for good. Thanks to a generous 
charitable trust, your donation will 
be DOUBLED this year. 
Visit www.maf-uk.org/givingtuesday 
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Advent with MAF

With Christmas on the horizon, 
it’s time to start preparing for 
Advent. Are there children in your 
family or church who don’t know 
about MAF? Then why not order 
an MAF Advent calendar so they 
can count down to Christmas 
and learn more about MAF’s 
mission? 
Visit www.maf-uk.org/advent


