
  UPDATE 

Dear Friend and Supporter 
Greetings from all at Stepping Stones both in the UK and India. This is an update 

with news from our children’s homes and the church’s activities during these very 

challenging times. 

But firstly, let me update you about the present situation in West Bengal. As we are moving 

into the phase of relaxing restrictions and the daily numbers of persons being infected by 

the Coronavirus in the UK have fallen, India is presently reeling with increasing numbers of 

infections. A true account of infections and deaths directly related to Covid 19 is impossible 

to assess due to the demographics in India and the very poor health system afforded to 

most. As of today, the government figures for Covid 19 infections and deaths are 600,000 

and 18,000 respectfully. 

In India today there is an overwhelming dilemma concerning health care. In ’normal’ 

circumstances, most of the 1.4 billion people in India have very limited access to 

reasonable hospital facilities or any kind of medical care due to cost (bribes are expected 

to be paid) and accessibility. ¾ of India’s population live in remote rural locations far from a 

hospital, living hand to mouth, mostly subsistence farming or working as daily labourers. 

They were poor and struggling before the pandemic, but now many are starving.   

West Bengal is currently in an extended lockdown until the end of July and has been 

designated a ‘Red’ Zone.  

Add the recent monsoon storms that have ravished West Bengal leaving a swathe of 
structural damage and flooding in its wake to the people’s misery and you have a crisis of 
some proportion. More about the storms effects upon our children’s homes later… 

THANK YOU  

to everyone that has 

contributed to the Food Parcel 

Appeal so far. Your  support 

has made a massive 

difference. But, we ask that if 

you are reading this you also 

might give generously towards 

this ongoing Appeal.  

You can easily send a 

donation of any amount by  

direct bank transfer to 404022 

Acc no. 61606891 or via 

paypal at our website: 

steppingstonesuk.org 

We are also still happy to 

receive cash or cheques to 

our postal address. 

 July 2020 

Food Parcel Appeal 
Since the beginning of the pandemic, Stepping Stones have been working closely with our 

Church (Bethel Community Church) and partners in West Bengal to distribute food parcels 

to as many families in our region as possible that have need. Each parcel is received with 

great thanks, but it is an overwhelming task for our workers as there are always many more 

families who have to go without.  

More than 700 parcels have been distributed so far which is really just a drop in the ocean 

compared to the need. But, I was reminded today of the words of Mother Theresa who 

said, ‘Ah yes but the ocean is made up of many drops’. This has to be our approach and 

with this in mind we are working together with our partners on the ground and appealing to 

our friends and family to join their efforts to ours to continue this work. 

In addition to supporting families in West Bengal, we have started sending resources to 

villagers in Jharkhand State via 2 of our former students from one of our children’s homes, 

Bethel House, Som and Barnabus. Som is a Pastor who is married and just had their first 

child, and Barnabus is a teacher and son of a Pastor. Together they have begun to support 

extremely poor families in their area with food parcels provided by Stepping Stones. 

 



Finally:- 
Finally, be assured that our children 

staff and trustees are praying daily 

for all our partners at this strange 

time.  

Our prayer today is,  

‘ Lord, we thank you for your 

protection and favour. We thank 

you for your presence and ask 

that you focus our hearts upon 

you that we might know your 

perfect peace. We trust you no 

matter what, for you will guide us 

and be gracious to us. Amen’ 

 

Thank you and God Bless 

Richard and Tracey 

Contact Us 

Give us a call , write us or 

drop  us an email if you 

want any further 

information. 

 

01723 374540 

26 Moor Lane. Newby, 

Scarborough, YO12 5SH 

rwpash@hotmail.com 

steppingstonesuk.org 

Stepping Stones Children’s Homes 
We are very thankful to all our staff who have worked tirelessly to keep our children 

safe during these difficult times. I can report that all our children are well and we 

have resumed daily lessons in our homes again respecting government and our own 

social distancing rules. This has been a great move forward for our children as they 

have not left the compound for more than 3 months and are missing going to the 

local Bengali Medium school. 

The children are presently practicing for a lockdown celebration on the compound 

next month which will be like a party with lots of dance, drama and singing 

performed by the children and followed by special food including cake and fizzy 

drinks provided by Stepping Stones. Unfortunately there won’t be any guests but the 

performance will be recorded and distributed to friends and supporters. 

Two of our children were recently returned to their Mother who is now a practising 

nurse. Nilu was one of our first girls to join us at Bethany Home in 2011 with her 

brother Anu. Anu has been at Bethel House for the same period. We are sad to see 

them both go but extremely happy that they can move on and are reunited with their 

Mother who is working at a hospital in Dumka. Nilu and Anu continue to stay in touch 

regularly with our children and staff by phone. They are doing well and will resume 

their education in Dumka when schools re-open. 

Sadly, the recent storms through May and June took their toll upon our boys home 

(Bethel House). Much of the corrugated iron roofing and outbuildings were damaged 

but thankfully no one was injured during this period and none of the main structures 

were compromised. 

However, we are now left with a bill of £1,400 for repairs and nothing in our budget.  

As always we are thankful to God for his protection, for our staff, colleagues, 

children and friends in West Bengal and the provision that keeps this ministry 
actively reaching out and bringing genuine relief and support to children and families 
at this difficult time. Of course we hope that you will join with us in this mission and 

continue with your prayers which we are certainly benefiting from. 

 

Pastor Som and his team hand out food parcels in their local villages,  in Jharkhand 


