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eenewsSunday 6th January 2019 

...a warm welcome to eebenezer... 
HHeelllloo  
Welcome to you if you are new to our church or visiting.  

Please make yourself at home.  If you require help or 

information, please ask a member of our Welcome Team.  If 

you need prayer after the service, please feel free to go to the 

Prayer Den.  If you have babies, children, young people or 

adults with learning difficulties with you, we have groups that 

cater for their needs –  please listen for announcements.  

IInn  tthhee  eevveenntt  ooff  aa  ffiirree  oorr  eemmeerrggeennccyy  iinncciiddeenntt,,  pplleeaassee  

eevvaaccuuaattee  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy,,  uunnddeerr  tthhee  

gguuiiddaannccee  ooff  tthhee  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  TTeeaamm..  

TODAY:  

10.30am  Morning Worship and Communion 

Neil Douglas will be speaking: “Take every thought captive” 

2 Corinthians 10:5 
 

6.30pm  Prayer and 

Communion 
 

 

 

 
 

Next Sunday 13th January 

10.30am  Morning Worship 

Steve Blower, of Sidewalk Youth Project, will be speaking. 
 

6.30pm  Evening Worship 

Neil Douglas will be speaking: “Are you running on empty?” 

Ephesians 5: 15-20 

https://pixabay.com/en/passion-cross-good-friday-3111303/


enews items to: enews@rockofhelp.org.ukRegistered Charity 1148674 

contact us:ebenezer@rockofhelp.org.uk 2 

 

Restore Filey in early 2019 

Tim Harvey says: 

Restore Filey will not be having a gathering at the beginning of 

January as lots of people are still not back. 

Our first gathering of 2019 will be the first Wednesday, 6th 

February.  Matt Grassam will be preaching and Isaac Hick will 

be leading worship. 
 

Christmas Stamps and Cards 

Doreen Brown says: 

Please collect used postage stamps and put them in the box 

in church, to help raise money for the Leprosy Mission 

“It is hard to believe that a bunch of used stamps can help 

transform the life of someone affected by leprosy.  But the fact 

is that it can!  Over the past 30 

years, TLM Stamps & 

Collectables has raised more 

than £1 million to benefit people 

affected by leprosy.  It takes 

seconds to rescue a used stamp 

from an envelope destined for 

the recycling bin but, by doing 

so, healthcare and opportunities can be provided to people 

in desperate need.”  https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/ 

Any type of used greetings cards, Christmas, birthday, etc., 

can be used in rural Sunday schools in India to help children 

learn Bible verses.  Please place cards in the box in church. 

I am really grateful that you help me all year round to support 

missions in these ways.  Thank you.   
 

Church Meeting Wednesday 16th January 

The next Ordinary Church Meeting will be held on Wednesday 

16th January, at 19.30, in the main building here at Ebenezer.  

All Members are encouraged to attend.  Non Members are 

welcome to attend but will not be able to vote on matters. 

https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/about-us-and-leprosy/how-we-help/
https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/
https://pixabay.com/en/queen-elizabeth-ii-english-monarchy-3084166/
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Morning Communion 

Neil says: 

The dates for the 

 next three 

Morning Communions 

are 

 

6th January 

24th February 

17th March 
 

Bringing the family together  27th January 2019 

Neil says: 

Following on from the events in February and September 2018 

we would like to bring all our communities together again on 

Sunday 27th January 2019 (and 1st September as well).  On 

27th January we will have a joint worship service in Ebenezer 

at which Hope Whitby will lead worship and Bec will be 

speaking; lunch in the hall afterwards (we really need some 

volunteers to make this happen); and then a joint service in 

Fylingthorpe at 4pm, at which 

Neil will be speaking and 

Ebenezer will be leading 

worship. 

 

Please put the dates in your 

diary and join us as we 

celebrate God’s goodness 

and meet others in our 

extended family on the Yorkshire Coast. 

If you can help to organise, please see Neil or one of the 

Deacons. 

Leigh adds: 

James and Isaac will be running a young people's service at 

Thorpe at the same time as the main service. 

 

https://pixabay.com/en/last-supper-worship-christian-faith-2610875/
https://pixabay.com/en/audience-crowd-event-cheer-945449/
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News of friends of Ebenezer 

Viv Games says: 

When John and I were newly married, more than forty years 

ago, it was our privilege to lead the Young People’s Fellowship 

in Doncaster Gospel Hall.  One of our most faithful and 

beloved members was a young teenager called Ruth Frankish.  

You may know her daughter, Kate Sutcliffe, who attended 

Ebenezer when she was in teacher training, several years ago.  

Let Kate’s father, David Sutcliffe, a Baptist minister, take up the 

story.... 

Kate told me that Ebenezer was the favourite of the many 

churches she has attended.  My wife Ruth and I worshipped 

there on a couple of occasions when visiting Kate and always 

were blessed by our visits.  Maybe some of you may 

remember Kate.  She is now Kate Mitchell, married to Noah, 

with two lovely children, Asher and Iriana, and she would want 

to send her greetings to the church. 

Sadly, my wife, Ruth, died of pancreatic cancer in early 

2018. 

She was a very special person and I continue to miss her a 

great deal, and to draw inspiration from her life, and strength 

from my faith that she is eternally safe in God's joyous 

presence.  She is in that great cloud of witnesses, willing me 

on to greater things! 

I have written around 60 poems over the last year.  They have 

been a way of processing my own grief.  To be open with you 

all, many of them are not directly related to Christian faith 

and are accessible expressions of heartache that anyone 

who has lost a partner could find helpful.  At least I hope so.  I 

intend to publish these as a book, working title 'Ruthless Love', 

and to send all the proceeds to Pancreatic Cancer Action.  If 

anyone wishes to have a copy, that would be good. 

I have given my permission for Viv to use the following poem 

in enews, and pray it will speak to any who are grieving the 

loss of a loved one. 
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Christmas lights 
 

The true light that gives light to everyone was 
coming into the world                        John 1:9 
 

Shiney-eyed I’ll sing the carols she loved, 
hearing her girlish, off-pitch voice 
bright with wonder at Christ on earth. 
 

Decorations? Just candles and fairy lights 
all about our little house.  She loved them, 
so will she roam awhile on Christmas Eve, 
 

lost and found amongst the sparkling things? 
A tree? Perhaps. Stockings? Well, think 
how a child’s delight lit up her woman’s face! 
 

For she was one who always glimpsed –  
undimmed across the unfriendly space –  
the Magi’s distant star of hope, 
 

a light no darkness ever overcame. 
She bet her life that light was true 
so let us learn from her and do the same. 

David Sutcliffe 
 

 

https://pixabay.com/en/night-sky-milky-way-stars-cosmos-2008408/


enews items to: enews@rockofhelp.org.ukRegistered Charity 1148674 

contact us:ebenezer@rockofhelp.org.uk 6 

 

Introducing ‘Encounter Evenings’ 

Neil says: 

Starting in February we are going to set aside one evening a 

month as an Encounter Evening.  The focus will be very much 

on meeting with God in whatever way is helpful to you.  Our 

current thinking is that starting with a time of worship there 

would then be a short reflection (probably on the character of 

God) and then during the subsequent worship there will be an 

invitation for people who needed prayer to be prayed for. 

During the whole service tea/coffee will be available on a 

serve yourself basis, and the idea is that the space is relaxed 

and chilled. 
 

 
 

So that Dave and Matt can both share the leading and have 

opportunity to be amongst the congregation we are going to 

alternate between the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month. 

Odd number months it will be the third Sunday (so March, May 

etc) and even number months it will be the fourth Sunday 

(February, April, June etc).  The 1st Sunday evening of the 

month will continue as worship, prayer and communion and 

the remaining Sunday evenings will continue as a more 

traditional worship and word format, at least for now. 

https://pixabay.com/en/holding-hands-bible-praying-friends-752878/


enews items to: enews@rockofhelp.org.ukRegistered Charity 1148674 

contact us:ebenezer@rockofhelp.org.uk 7 

 

Friday 8th to Sunday 10th March 2019  Men’s Weekend Away 

Neil says: 

The men are planning a weekend away to a village near 

Peterborough on Friday 8th to Sunday 10th March.  The cost is 

roughly £30 per night per person plus your share of the 

transport, and whatever you eat and drink.  The (rough) plan is 

to arrive after work on the Friday and find somewhere to eat.  

Saturday we’ll cook a healthy (ahem) breakfast, have a short 

devotional, and then probably go for a walk stopping 

somewhere appropriate for lunch.  In the evening, we have 

booked a return darts match at a pub in the next village (they 

challenged us in Scarborough the last two years) - for those 

who don’t play, the pub has food and the usual beverages.  

Sunday will be church in the morning, somewhere for lunch, 

then home in the afternoon.  We have six men definitely 

booked, more are very welcome.  Accommodation will be 

split across homes on Airbnb (where else can you stay in 

comfort at those prices?).  For more information, contact Neil. 

 

Mission Updates 

Gillian Blake says: 

Find these two newsletters on the church website, under 

Resource,  Noticeboard. 

 

Release International - also there are copies of their Voice 

magazine on the welcome table, feel free to take one. 
 

 
 

 

Ed Preston,  UCCF Team leader in Yorkshire and the North East 

 

https://releaseinternational.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=590b6e46371bbe4d7adf05658&id=bae7f0d377&e=3651c06f36
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Bible Reading Plans for 2019 

Bible Reading plans for 2019 are being printed and will be 

available from the table as you come into church. 
 

 
 

Don’t be naive. There are difficult times ahead. As the end approaches, 

people are going to be self-absorbed, money-hungry, self-promoting, 

stuck-up, profane, contemptuous of parents, crude, coarse, dog-eat-dog, 

unbending, slanderers, impulsively wild, savage, cynical, treacherous, 

ruthless, bloated windbags, addicted to lust, and allergic to God. They’ll 

make a show of religion, but behind the scenes they’re animals. Stay clear 

of these people. 

But don’t let it faze you. Stick with what you learned and believed, sure of 

the integrity of your teachers—why, you took in the sacred Scriptures with 

your mother’s milk! There’s nothing like the written Word of God for showing 

you the way to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. Every part of Scripture 

is God-breathed and useful one way or another—showing us truth, 

exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to live God’s 

way. Through the Word we are put together and shaped up for the tasks 

God has for us.                                             excerpts from 2 Timothy 3 (MSG)  


