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Progress and joy in the faith 

A highlight for me so far this term has been the many significant 
opportunities I’ve had to invest in students, and my team, 
particularly through teaching the Bible to them. As I’ve prepared for 
and delivered this teaching, I’ve had some words of the Apostle 
Paul’s letter to the Philippians ringing in my ears. Towards the end 
of the first chapter of the letter he writes that his reason for 
remaining in ministry is for ‘their progress and joy in the faith’. These 
have been such a spur to me, and they shaped my prayers as I’ve 
been preparing. Thank you too for your prayers over these last 
weeks, and please do keep on praying for God to use in His mission 
to reach the lost in the universities of this region. 

My first big opportunity to invest in students came with the Durham 
CU Fresher’s Getaway took place down at the Poplars in Ledbury 
(which as you can see from the photos is a pretty stunning place!). 
In total there were about 100 of us there, consisting of over 60 
freshers there along with a host of second and third year students 
and church student workers. It really was quite something to be 
there with this fresh cohort all eager to make the most of Jesus 
during their degree. During the three days I spent with these 
students I loved the opportunity to point them to Jesus and His 
amazing gospel, not just during the main sessions but over meals and 
in coffee breaks too. In the main sessions together, I gave four 
messages from 2 Timothy, a book has been very dear to my heart 
and was a pleasure to share from.  

I had some great conversations with students over the course of the 
days, but the most encouraging conversation came from ‘J’ a third 
year who had come to help welcome students who is part of the 
CU’s February mission week planning team. During my message 
based on 2 Tim 2:14–26 he and a few of his friends had felt a deep 
sense of conviction that they needed to pursue holy lives more 
seriously and felt a need to repent and entrust all of themselves to 
God more deeply. I was humbled and thankful to see how the Lord 
had used my words to move this group of lads already and this 
encounter has filled with expectation for what the Lord will do over 
this term and in the mission weeks to come in the next. Please join 
me in praying for ‘J’ and his group of mates as the plan the mission, 
that Jesus will powerfully take all their efforts and use them to draw 
others to new life in Him. 

Photos (above and top of the page) from 
Durham CU freshers’ getaway at the start of the 

term 

Photo above from Leeds Uni CU’s first meeting 
of the term where I spoke from Mark 15 

Photo above from our Durham based Forum 
North East + leaders training day conference 
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Up Coming Events… 
November 

 

4th – 8th: Staff Supervisions 
10th: Sharing about Uncover at my 
church 
I am excited to have this opportunity to share about 
how significant using uncover has been for my 
personal evangelism and for students up and down 
the country. Please pray that the Lord would use my 
sharing to equip and inspire those at my church who 
haven’t yet tried it to have a go. 
12th – 13th: Staff Worker Interviews 
I have three posts to fill for next year (Leeds, York & 
Durham), I’ll be interviewing four different applicants 
over these two days. Please pray God would help me 
to listen well and give me and the other interviewers 
wisdom. Please pray too for the Lord’s provision of the 
right person for each of these three posts I’m looking 
to fil.  
22nd – 24th: Northern Biblical Evangelism 
Conference 
Please pray for the Lord to use this weekend to equip 
and inspire young public evangelists. Please pray with 
me that all those who come will go on to give the talk 
they have prepared in a life setting before the end of 
the academic year. 
26th: Relay Interviews (Yorkshire) 
28th: Relay Interviews (North East) 

December 
2nd Speaking for Leeds College of Music 
CU and Leeds Beckett CU Joint Christmas 
meal 
I’ll be joining this joint CU Christmas outreach event, 
this event will be a couple of weeks after an acoustic 
night they’re also hosting with the hope it will spark 
interest and conversations, please pray for many 
interested seekers to come with soft hearts that are 
ready to receive Jesus as King. 
2nd - 4th: Staff Supervisions 
6th: Supervision with Tim 
10th – 11th: Leadership Team 
12th – 13th: Team Days 
We will be gathering as a team to look back on the term 
with praise and thanks for all we’ve seen God do and 
will hear from a visiting speaker too. Please pray these 
would provide for refreshment and restoration for the 

     

Mark’s Gospel 

In my last prayer letter, I mentioned I used some of my 
sabbatical study time to study Mark’s Gospel, since then 
I’ve really enjoyed sharing and speaking from Mark, so I 
thought I’d share some of it here with you too.  

One of the words Mark uses to describe sin throughout 
his Gospel is ‘unclean’. Jesus has regular interactions with 
unclean spirits (Mark 1:21-28), meets people with diseases 
that make them unclean (Mark 1:40-45), while these are a 
problem Jesus ultimately tells us that the problem each of 
us have is that we’re unclean on the inside (See Mark 7:1-
23). But Jesus doesn’t leave us in the dirt and unclean, 
through His death on the cross he is able to make even 
the grubbiest sinner spotless! I’ve touched on this a few 
times throughout this term and I’ve really enjoyed using 
the collage of pictures of Micah eating above to help 
illustrate this point. I’ve found this especially helpful in 
thinking about shame and the power of Jesus to free us 
from it. When we feel ashamed of ourselves or our sin we 
can feel unclean on the inside. I have loved sharing with 
students that no matter what mess we personally have 
Jesus loves us and He really can heal us. 

Personal news 

At the end of October, we had a long weekend in 
Edinburgh which was wonderful and came just at the right 
time in a busy term. We stayed with Pete and Eleanor 
Dickson (Pete is the UCCF Team Leader for Scotland) 
and all had a fab time taking in the beautiful city that is 
Edinburgh.  

The photo above is of us in Holyrood park, we didn’t get 
to the top of the most popular viewing spot, but saw a 
stunning view none the less. Later that evening Hannah 
and I made it along to the Bellfield Brewery tap house (a 
gluten free brewery based in Edinburgh) where I enjoyed 
two rare but excellent pints of their beer. We are grateful 
to God for a wonderful time together in a busy season. 
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